Since the Oxford Dictionary chose the “tears-of-
joy” emoiji as “Word of the Year 2015” we have in
a sense been officially regarding emoji as word
pictures, as picture glyphs in the literal original
Japanese sense of “e” as picture and “moji” as
glyph, or, in other words, as modern-day hiero-
glyphics*.

*Jochen Gros, Tears of Joy? Word of the Year,
German and English, in: form 264, Jan. 2016

See also: www.icon-language.com
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Meanwhile, emaiji as picture glyphs have become
an integral part of ordinary Chinese text entry,
alongside traditional signs.
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If you type a Chinese word such as “che” (car),
you will first see a popup menu suggesting syn-
onymous signs which now include emoji. They
are written into the text along with their index
number.

But how might this “Emoji Chinese” be further
developed? How could it be typographically var-
ied, semantically differentiated and, not least,
transferred to our own conditions, for example as
“Emoji English”?

2 Emoji Typography -Vocabulary -Grammar
5 Extract from the book Pictoperanto

60 Emoiji English, a Font as Arial or Times
62 Emoji Handwriting
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Technically, “Emoji Chinese” makes a kind of
quantum leap towards a new, relatively complex
and thus almost self-evident pictographic script.
Typographically, semantically and linguistically,
however, the childlike emoji of today still appear
to be rather initial and questionable.

At first, the sheer diversity in the design of printed
letters may already indicate, that the development
of emoji, too, will certainly not be limited to one
style.

Emoji Typography — Different Styles

Take for instance the now commonly understood
vocabulary of pictograms. In fact, these pictures,
were also originally designed as visual words, as
picture glyphs, in other words, as “emoji”, but in a
completely different style. (See Otto Neurath:
“picture language”)
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Emoji Vocabulary — Including Pictograms

While the graphics of letters “only” illustrate im-
pressions and connotations, the typography of
emoji can be understand as a pretty demanding
design of visual terms and phrases. And the gen-
eral style of picture glyphs also co-decides about
the possible scale of a picture vocabulary.

So, the current Chinese text entry system does

not yet include emoji for the following terms. Pic-
tograms however are quite able to fill the gap.
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Emoji Grammar — Becoming Self-Evident

Computer graphics, contrary to brush strokes, not
only enable complex and thus relatively self-evi-
dent word pictures but also an accompanying self-
evident grammar. Here, it is almost enough to ex-
plicitly name some certainties of visual perception.

Let’s take, for example, the obvious distinction be-

tween “text” and context, between what is visual
meant and its visual surroundings.
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A more comprehensive grammar follows in this
PDF on Page 5 - 60 as excerpt from the book:

Pictoperanto — Pictograms, Icons, Pictorial
Fonts
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Pronoun
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“Emoji English” is the attempt to write pictograms,
icons and emojis with a font such as Arial or
Times.

English.ttf

With this font, almost 1,000 picture glyphs can be
written in the alphabetical text, including all pic-
tograms used in this PDF.

It can be
deselected with the # key.

A popup menu, as in the Chinese system, is not
supported by the English font system as yet. Syn-
onyms or alternative emoji, may however, be ac-
cessed (in the present version only in some cases)
via the + key.
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of the font Emoji English.ttf
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, for example in the style of a
sketch.

Sketch

The main section of the Pictoperanto book in-
cludes more about this issue.
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In the wake of digitization, surprising possibilities of-
ten occur. And one of them is the handwritten and
manually illustrated email.

http://www.fontblog.de/tod-der-handschrift-von-we-
gen/ (only German)

Handwriting

Utilising touch screen technology, the “digital renais-
sance” of handwriting began with notebook apps
such as Upad or Noteshelf, followed by Apple with
Notes, an app that has already been integrated into
the operating system since iOS 9.

http://page-online.de/tools-technik/so-koennten-
gekritzelte-notizen-und-skizzen-getippten-texten-
bald-konkurrenz-machen/ (only German)

http://www.pcwelt.de/ratgeber/Selficons-Emoticons-
in-i0S-9-selber-malen-9925081.html (only German)

Sooner rather than later, mail applications such as
iMail, Outlook and Thunderbird will probably add the
fundamental tools for handwriting and drawing to
their programs, as we see in the example of Gmail.

The question that will then arise will be: How can all
of us, not just artists, illustrate, personalize and emo-
tionalize our private mails and posts?

The first step might be: DIY emoticons, followed by
doodlegrams and emoji “handwriting”. And then, it’s
not too difficult to imagine the creation of a flipbook of
emoji animations leading to the further prospect of a
partly animated picture language. See more at:

http://www.doodlegram.design/do-it-yourself/2.html
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